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would not be pressed any further. The first objection
raised by Mr. Sheridan to this motion was most extra-
ordinary; namely, that Sir John Mitford belonged to the
legal profession, in which he had- attained the highest
rank to which talents and industry could raise any man.
It could not be denied that legal knowledge, and that
application to business which generally accompanied it,
must be extremely advantageous in the discharge of so
arduous an office. A man who studied law must acquire
an intimate knowledge and a love for the Constitution;
and, so far from being objections, these were the strongest
recommendations to a candidate for the^Chair of that
House. The other objection that had been made was still
more singular. That Sir John had done that which, if he
had not done, would have disqualified him; namely,
resigned his office. Pitt pointed out that Sheridan had
proposed one person who was not eligible for the office
of Speaker and objected to another because he had qualified
himself for the post. Sir John Mitford's conduct on this
occasion had displayed that manliness and sincerity which
he had ever shown and which must recommend him to the
favour of the House.
Within a week of Sir John's appointment his former
opponent, Home Tooke, took his seat for Old Sarum. It
was an awkward moment when he went forward to shake
hands with the man who had strained every nerve to
obtain his conviction. Both men, however, were famed
for courtesy, and as neither bore the least malice the
Speaker's friendly greeting was cordially acknowledged.